
Freed to Live in the Presence of God: 
A Study of the Book of Exodus



• Israel’s law cannot be properly 
understood apart from the story

• the story must not be read apart 
from the law



Laws Regarding Bodily Injuries (Exod. 21:18-36)



1. God is the subject of law and story

2. the law is God’s gracious gift

3. the law needs to be understood in 
personal and relational terms

4. story and law are about divine action 
and human response

5. God involves humanity in the task of 
achieving his purposes for Israel and 
creation



‘The law is a means 
by which the divine 
ordering of chaos 
at the cosmic level 
is actualized in the 
social sphere, 
whereby God’s will 
is done on earth as 
it is in heaven.’

Terence E. Fretheim



6. God’s action in the story serves as the 
norm for Israel’s action as prescribed in 
the law

Do not oppress an alien; you yourselves 
know how it feels to be aliens, because 
you were aliens in Egypt.

(Exod. 23:9)



7. the motivation for obedience to the law 
is found in the story

8. the law is integrated with life

e.g. at Marah, ‘the LORD made a decree 
and a law for them’ (Exod. 15:25)



The law ‘moves with 
the times, taking 
human experience 
and insight into 
account, while 
remaining constant 
in its objective: the 
best life for as many 
as possible.’

Terence E. Fretheim



9. obedience to the law becomes a 
witness to God and what he has done

10. both law and story are instruction

‘One cannot hear the story without 
recognizing that it issues in norms 
for the shape of one’s life.’



Laws Regarding Bodily Injuries (Exod. 21:18-36)



• religious instructions:
worship of idols (21:22-26)

• laws for a just and peaceful 
society (21:1-23:13)

• religious instructions:
worship at agricultural festivals 
(23:14-19)



Laws Regarding Bodily Injuries (Exod. 21:18-36)



ט פָּ ִמשְׁ
When ִכי) ki) men quarrel and one hits the other with a 

stone or with his fist and he does not die but is confined 
to bed, if ִאם) ’im) the other gets up and walks around 

outside with his staff, then the one who struck the blow 
will not be held responsible; however, he must pay the 
injured man for the loss of his time and see that he is 
completely healed.

(Exod. 21:18-19 NRSV)

1. general situation (‘when men quarrel’)

2. particular circumstances (‘if the other gets up’)

3. legal sentence (‘then the one … will not be held 
responsible’)



ֹחק

Whoever strikes father or 
mother shall be put to 
death.

(Exod. 21:15 NRSV)



ה וָּ ִמצְׁ

You shall not make gods of 
silver alongside me, nor 
shall you make for 
yourselves gods of gold.

(Exod. 20:23 NRSV)



ר בָּ דָּ

You shall not murder.
(Exod. 20:13)

‘You shall not murder’ spray-painted on a wall in 
Tel Aviv where two young people were murdered



Laws Regarding Bodily Injuries (Exod. 21:18-36)



• free persons (vv. 18-19)

• slaves (vv. 20-21)

• a foetus (vv. 22-23)

• lex talionis: free persons (vv. 24-25)

• lex talionis: slaves (vv. 26-27)



‘It is sad to realize 
that this verse [which 
speaks of slaves as 
the “property” of 
their “owners”] 
continued to provide 
a warrant for the 
“biblical teaching” on 
slavery throughout 
the middle of the 
nineteenth century in 
the United States.’

Brevard S. Childs



If a person (awilu) 
strikes a woman of 
the awilu-class 
and thereby causes 
her to miscarry
her foetus, he shall 
weigh and deliver 
10 shekels of silver 
for her foetus.

(CH §209)

Code of Hammurabi



•
• ‘if no harm is done to the woman’

•
• ‘if no harm is done to the woman’

• ‘if no harm is done to the child’

» why compensation?





The lex talionis is 
intended to ‘provide 
protection to 
members of inferior 
social standing … and 
equality before the 
law from acts of 
physical violence’

Brevard S. Childs



Laws Regarding Bodily Injuries (Exod. 21:18-36)



• human injury 
(vv. 28-32)

• damage to 
property
(vv. 33-36)

• injury to humans caused by ox 

(vv. 28-32)

• injury to ox caused by human 

(vv. 33-34)

• injury to ox caused by ox 

(vv. 35-36)



For your own lifeblood I will surely 
require a reckoning: from every animal I 

will require it and from human beings, 
each one for the blood of another, I will 

require a reckoning for human life. 
Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a 

human shall that person’s blood be shed; 
for in his own image God made 

humankind.

(Genesis 9:5-6)



If a man’s ox is a known 
gorer, and the authorities of 
his city quarter notify him 
that it is a known gorer, but 
he does not blunt its horns or 
control his ox, and that ox 
gores to death a member of 
the awilu class, the owner 
shall give thirty shekels of 
silver. If it is a man’s slave 
who is fatally gored, he shall 
give twenty shekels of silver.

(CH §251-252)

Code of Hammurabi




