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God’s Appearance on Mount Sinai (Exod. 19:1–20:21) 

Questions and Suggestions for Discussion 

A God Eager to Meet Up 

1. John Durham suggests that Moses’ eagerness to meet God is matched by God’s eager-

ness to meet up with the Israelites. 

 What do you make of this idea? Is God equally eager to meet up with us? 

 And what does that actually mean? How would we know whether God is eager to 

meet us? Are there any signs of that? 

 The Israelites had to travel through the wilderness to meet up with God on Mt 

Sinai. How and where can we meet God today? 

 Are you as eager to meet God as Moses apparently was? How does that eagerness 

express itself in your life? 

A Question of Identity 

2. If the people were to keep the covenant, God says, they would be (a) his ‘treasured 

possession’, something very precious to God, (b) a ‘kingdom of priests’, intended to be 

mediators of God’s presence in the world, and (c) a ‘holy nation’ or, in Durham’s 

words, ‘a showcase to the world of how being in covenant with Yahweh changes a 

people’. 

 It may be helpful to take these concepts, which are echoed in 1 Peter 2:9, and re-

flect upon them one at a time, always bearing in mind that they apply to the people 

of God as a whole, not just the clergy, as Terence Fretheim points out. 

 What do you make of these phrases? What do they tell us about our identity as the 

people of God’s covenant today? 

 What do they imply for how we are supposed to live? Don’t forget the first expres-

sion when you reflect on this question. 

A Holy, Awesome and Perhaps Even Scary God 

3. The text portrays God in terms that may at times be foreign and counter-intuitive to 

us. For instance, God’s holiness is experienced in such a way that the people may not 

even touch the mountain upon which God has descended on pain of death, much like 

the Holy of Holies in the Jerusalem Temple was out of bounds to everyone except the 

High Priest. Similarly, God’s presence on Sinai, accompanied, as it is, by all those 

frightening ‘special effects’, occasions fear and trembling among the people, who in 

the end decide that they couldn’t cope with such an experience ever again: ‘You speak 

to us and we will listen, but do not have God speak to us or we will die’. 
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 What do you make of all this? Does the text give a true account of the nature of 

God, or does it reflect an understanding that we have left behind for good reason? 

 Are there any aspects in this portrayal of God that you struggle with? Are there 

any that you can relate to? 

 What kind of God is this? What kind of God do you believe in? 

 What does it mean to say that God is a holy God? What is holiness, and how does 

God’s holiness manifest itself? What does it mean for us to believe in a holy God? 

 And what do you make of the Israelites’ refusal to meet God like this ever again? 

Were they right to request Moses’ mediation? 

 Is the God you meet in prayer, worship and your daily life an awesome and at times 

perhaps even scary God, or is he a tame and domesticated God? 

Fear and Reverence 

4. ‘Fear not, for God has come to test you and put the fear of him before you’, says Moses 

(Exod. 20:20), leading Fretheim to comment that ‘the proper response to what God 

has said and done is not fright but reverence’. 

 What do you think? Should we meet God with reverence, or should our approach 

be more relaxed and casual? You might like to consider the pros and cons of both 

attitudes. 

 What might it mean for us to approach God with reverence anyway? 

Other Issues? 

5. Feel free to reflect on whichever part of the text spoke to you! 


