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Passover and Exodus (12:1–13:16)  

Questions and Suggestions for Discussion 

Liturgy 

1. Today’s text indicates how important liturgy was to the biblical writer. 

 Thinking back to the various points our text makes about the celebration of the 

Passover and the feast of unleavened bread, why is liturgy important? 

 Again, based on our text, what actually is liturgy? How would you define it? What 

does it seek to do? 

 Is liturgy important to you? Is it, or might it be, helpful to you in your spiritual life? 

 Is liturgy something that plays a regular role in your life? Is it something that could, 

and perhaps should, be strengthened? 

Remembrance 

2. Passover, the feast of unleavened bread and the consecration of the firstborn are all 

about remembrance, as is indicated, for instance, by the following aspects of our story: 

(a) Passover becomes a new way of marking time, (b) the festivals are to be celebrated 

extensively and with detailed symbolism for all time, (c) children are to be included 

and instructed, (d) the night is called a keepings night during which the people are 

meant to keep their promise to remember, (e) signs on their hand and forehead are 

intended to guide the people’s behaviour and thinking. 

 What does all this tell you about remembrance? What can we learn from today’s 

text in that respect? 

 Thinking about your own spiritual life, what would you most like to remember? 

Have you taken any steps to make sure that you do remember? What could you do 

to strengthen this aspect of your spiritual life? 

Letting Go 

3. Richard Rohr comments on the slaughter of the lamb that’s become part of the family, 

pointing out that sometimes we have to let go of something good and beautiful, some-

thing we have become attached to, something we love. 

 What do you make of Rohr’s reading of this part of the text? Had you ever noticed 

that the lamb was to live with the family for four days? 

 Perhaps you would like to take the opportunity to reflect on times when you had 

to let go of something good and beautiful, something you had become attached to, 

something you loved. How did you experience those times? 

 Can anything positive come out of letting go? 
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From Slavery to Worship 

4. By using the same Hebrew word (ֲעֹבָדה abodah), the book of Exodus makes the point 

that the Israelites did not so much move from slavery to freedom as from slavery, the 

enforced bondage to a brutal empire, to worship, the willing service of a loving God. 

 What do you make of this point? Is not freedom the proper counterpart to slavery? 

Is there any value in seeing slavery and worship as opposites? If so, what does that 

tell us about both slavery and worship? 

 Can this perspective, the move from slavery to worship, be applied to our contem-

porary context? If so, how would you go about applying it? 

Talking about God 

5. The book of Exodus sees God as responsible (whether directly or indirectly) for the 

killing of the Egyptian firstborn. Amos regards any disaster as God’s doing. I have sug-

gested that we may be inclined to see God’s involvement with the world in more am-

biguous terms. 

 What do you make of the biblical writers’ conviction that God was the cause of 

whatever happened in their world? Do you share this view? 

 And how should we talk about God? Does it matter how we talk about God? 

 When disaster strikes (at a personal, communal, national level), how are we to 

evaluate this in terms of God’s involvement? 

 Can you think of any biblical texts (perhaps from the New Testament) that offer a 

different perspective from the one found in Exodus and Amos? 

Living with Questions 

6. While we have not been able perhaps to answer all our questions about God’s involve-

ment in the events described in today’s text, I have suggested (a) that it is important 

to recognise and acknowledge that there are problematic issues in the text and (b) 

that sometimes we have to be able to live with the questions rather than to pretend 

that they don’t exist. 

 What do you make of these points? Would you agree that there are unresolved 

issues in today’s text? 

 More generally, why might it be important to recognise and acknowledge the pres-

ence of problematic issues? 

 What do you make of the idea of living with questions? What does that mean for 

your spiritual life? 

Other Issues? 

7. Feel free to reflect on whichever part of the text spoke to you! 


