
Freed to Live in the Presence of God: 
A Study of the Book of Exodus



God’s Signs and Wonders (Exod. 7:8-11:10)



• signs and wonders outside Exodus (Deut. 4:34; 
Ps. 78:43-51; 105:26-27; Jer. 32:20-21)

• Moses’ encounter with God at the burning bush: God 
(3:20) and Moses (4:21) are going to do wonders; 
Moses is to perform signs (4:17)

• ‘I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and … I multiply my 
miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt’ (7:3)

• Pharaoh asks for a wonder (7:8)

• signs are mentioned in the flies episode (8:23)

• all that God does to the Egyptians is described as signs
(10:1-2)



Signs and wonders 
are ‘God-focused 
terms’ that talk about 
God’s ‘intervention in 
human affairs’. They 
make the point that 
these events are 
‘manifestations of 
divine power on 
Israel’s behalf ’.

Carol Meyers



God’s Signs and Wonders (Exod. 7:8-11:10)



• Initial Confrontation Between God and 
Pharaoh (7:8–10:20)
all signs and wonders, except killing of firstborn

• Defeat of Pharaoh 
(10:21–14:31)
Passover, killing of firstborn, 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, exodus 
and early wilderness wanderings

• Celebration of Victory 
(15:1-21)
two victory songs (15:1-18; 21)

Thomas Dozeman



‘But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and I 
will multiply my signs and wonders in the 
land of Egypt. When Pharaoh does not 
listen to you, I will lay my hand upon 
Egypt and bring my people the Israelites, 
company by company, out of the land of 
Egypt by great acts of judgment.’

(Exod. 7:3-4)



• 4:1-5: snake
(ָנָחׁש)

• 7:8-13: sea 
dragon ין)  ;(ַתנִּ

see Gen. 1:21: 
great creatures 
of the sea (NIV), 
sea monsters
(NRSV) Gustave Doré, The Creation of Fish 

and Birds (c. 1868)



Moses ‘tacitly asserts his 
equality of status with 
the Egyptian king. He 
comes to negotiate with 
the pharaoh as the 
dignified representative 
of … Israel. Just as the 
pharaoh has his 
magicians, so Moses has 
his assistant.’

Nahum Sarna



• killing of 
firstborn at 
midnight 
(12:29-36)

• Pharaoh pursues 
Israelites through 
the night 
(14:1-18)

• angel of God and 
pillar of cloud 
separate Egyptian 
army from 
Israelites 
throughout the 
night (14:19-23)

Joseph Turner, The Plagues of Egypt (1800)

• God 
attacks 
Egyptian 
army at 
final 
watch of 
the night 
(14:24-25)

• he finally 
destroys 
them at 
dawn 
(14:27)



‘The deliverance 
of Israel is 
ultimately for 
the sake of the 
entire creation.’

Terence Fretheim



God’s Signs and Wonders (Exod. 7:8-11:10)



‘Examining the 
narratives in the light of 
geographical, 
microbiological, 
climactic, and medical 
data leaves little doubt 
that the biblical 
descriptions represent 
[striking] aspects of 
well-known occurrences 
of pestilence and disease 
in eastern North Africa.’

Carol Meyers



‘There is nothing 
inherently mythological 
or supernatural about 
the first nine plagues. 
They can all be 
explained within the 
context of the familiar 
vicissitudes of nature 
that imperil the Nile 
Valley and elsewhere 
from time to time.’

Nahum Sarna



I will send the worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on 
Egypt, from the day it was founded till now. (9:18)

It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it 
had become a nation. (9:24)

… something neither your fathers nor your forefathers 
have ever seen from the day they settled in this land till 
now. (10:6)

Never before had there been such a plague of locusts, 
nor will there ever be again. (10:14)

There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt – worse
than there has ever been or ever will be again. (11:6)



‘The elements of the 
natural order are not
what they were 
created to be and to 
do. Their “behaviors” 
break the bounds of 
their createdness. It is 
a picture of creation 
gone berserk. The 
world is reverting to a 
state of chaos.’

Terence Fretheim



God’s Signs and Wonders (Exod. 7:8-11:10)



God’s Signs and Wonders (Exod. 7:8-11:10)



‘Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he 
would not listen to them, just as the LORD

had said’ (Exod. 7:13)

‘The LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart and 
he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, 
just as the LORD had said to Moses’
(Exod. 9:8)



‘The Torah does not seek to teach us 
philosophy.’

‘Nowhere does the Bible say that his

Umberto Cassuto

intransigence was 
accounted to him an 
iniquity.’

‘In the final analysis 
there is no problem 
or difficulty here.’



‘But when Pharaoh saw that the 
rain and the hail and the thunder 
had ceased, he sinned once more 
and hardened his heart, he and 
his officials.’

(Exod. 9:34)



‘God’s hardening of Pharaoh’s heart 
was a reaction to Pharaoh’s continual 
stubbornness and not God’s 
immutable will for Pharaoh. Though 
God had foreknowledge of what would 
happen to Pharaoh and ultimately 
chose to confirm Pharaoh’s 
hardheartedness by continuing to 
make Pharaoh stubborn, God did not 
condemn Pharaoh unjustly. … God 
never forced Pharaoh to be anything 
he was not, and the punishment 
Pharaoh received was justice for his 
intransigence and his mistreatment of 
the Israelites.’

Andrew Steinmann



The hardening of the 
heart ‘connotes the 
willful suppression 
of the capacity for 
reflection, for self-
examination, for 
unbiased judgments 
about good and evil.’

Nahum Sarna



The 
weighing of 
the heart in 
Egyptian 
thought




