
Freed to Live in the Presence of God: 
A Study of the Book of Exodus



Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1:1-2:25)



‘I will make 
you into a 
great 
nation and 
I will bless 
you …’

(Gen. 12:2)



‘Look up at the heavens and 
count the stars – if indeed 
you can count them.’ Then 
he said to him, ‘So shall 
your offspring be.’

(Gen. 15:5)



When Abram was ninety-nine years 
old, the LORD appeared to him and 
said, ‘I am God Almighty; walk 
before me and be blameless. I will 
confirm my covenant between me 
and you and will greatly increase 
your numbers.’ (Gen. 17:1-2)



‘I swear by myself, declares the 
LORD, that because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, I will surely bless you 
and make your descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and 
as the sand on the seashore ….’

(Gen. 22:16-17)



• first, to Isaac 
(Gen. 26:4)

• then again to 
Isaac (Gen. 
28:3)

• and finally to 
Joseph (Gen. 
46:3)



The Israelites were fruitful and 
multiplied greatly and became 
exceedingly numerous, so that 
the land was filled with them.

(Exod. 1:7)



God blessed them and said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful and increase 
in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it.’ (Gen. 1:28)



Then God blessed Noah and his sons, 
saying to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
increase in number and fill the earth.’ 
(Gen. 9:1)

As for you, be fruitful and increase in 
number; multiply on the earth and 
increase upon it. (Gen. 9:7)



The Israelites were fruitful and 
multiplied greatly and became 
exceedingly numerous, so that 
the land was filled with them.

(Exod. 1:7)



• were fruitful (פרה)

• were prolific ( ץׁשר )

• multiplied (רבה)

• grew exceedingly 
strong

• the land was filled 
מלא) ץאר + )

• Gen. 1:28; 9:1, 7

• Gen. 9:7 (+ ץאר )

• Gen. 1:28; 9:1, 7 (x2)

• …

• Gen. 1:28; 9:1



‘Israel … has 
experienced 
the creation 
blessing on a 
stupendous 
scale.’



Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1:1-2:25)



‘Look, … the Israelites have become 
much too numerous for us. Come, we 
must deal shrewdly with them or they 
will become even more numerous 
and, if war breaks out, will join our 
enemies, fight against us and leave 
the country.’ (Exod. 1:9-10)



But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they 
multiplied and spread …

(Exod. 1:12)



So they made the people serve ,with rigour (עבד)

and made their lives bitter with backbreaking 
service ,in mortar and brick (עבדה)

and with every kind of service ;in the field (עבדה)

with every kind of service  (עבדה)

they made them serve .with rigour (עבד)

(Exod. 1:13-14; translation by Terence Fretheim)



Pharaoh’s ‘fears
become structured 
into an oppressive 
system.’

‘The reference to 
Egypt’s fears indicates 
that oppression has as 
negative an effect 
upon the oppressor as 
on the oppressed. 
Both become less 
human.’



‘As the oppressors dehumanize others and 
violate their rights, they themselves also 
become dehumanized. … oppressor and 
oppressed alike … are submerged in the 
situation, and both bear the marks of 
oppression.’



Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1:1-2:25)



‘In the refusal of women to 
cooperate with oppression, 
the liberation of Israel from 
Egyptian bondage has its 
beginnings.’



‘… such persons are not 
powerless. In the process 
of carrying out their 
rather mundane 
responsibilities they are 
shown to have had a 
profound effect on the 
future of their people. God 
is able to use persons of 
faith from even lowly 
stations in life to carry out 
the divine purpose.’



‘Your mother 
used to tell you 
that the Ten 
Command-
ments require 
you to tell the 
truth, but they 
don’t.’



You shall not 
give false 
testimony 
against your 
neighbour.

(Exod. 20:16; 
Deut. 5:20)



‘The Old Testament sees truth telling as 
part of a broader truthful relationship. 
Where there is a truthful relationship 
between people, telling the truth is part of 
that relationship. Where there is no 
truthful relationship, it does not isolate 
truth telling as an obligation. Where 
powerful people are oppressing powerless 
people, the powerless are not obliged to 
tell the truth to their oppressors.’



Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1:1-2:25)



• a Levite

• a Levite woman

• their baby boy

• his sister

• Pharaoh’s 
daughter

• her attendants



1. the Nile, Pharaoh’s instrument of destruction, becomes 
the means of Moses’ salvation

2. the daughters, who are allowed to live, end up thwarting 
the king’s plans

3. Moses’ mother saves him by following Pharaoh’s orders, 
albeit with a twist

4. a member of Pharaoh’s own family undermines his 
policies, thus saving the person who would lead Israel 
out of Egypt

5. Moses’ mother gets paid out of Pharaoh’s own budget to 
raise her son

6. Moses is educated to be Israel’s leader at Pharaoh’s court



‘The ironic mode fosters a 
sense of hope amid any 
situation in which God 
seems to be absent. What 
appears to be a hopeless 
time is actually filled with 
positive possibilities. But 
it takes faith, “the 
conviction of things not 
seen” (Heb. 11:1), to 
perceive that God is at 
work.’



‘At the moment 
of crisis, the 
people with 
insight are the 
women who have 
no trouble 
pulling the wool 
over Pharaoh’s 
eyes.’



‘Basic human values such as compassion, justice, and 
courage … as well as the active subversion of cruel and 
inhumane policies are seen to be present among God’s 
creatures quite apart from their relationship to Israel [or 
the church] … there is no difference in the effect of the 
humanitarian efforts of those who fear God and those 
who do not. Both Hebrew midwives and Egyptian 
princess are agents of life and blessing … God is able to 
make use of the gifts of both, and the community of faith 
is equally accepting of their efforts. Moreover, by telling 
both stories, Israel acknowledges both contributions 
with thanksgiving.’



• Moses: ‘I drew 
him out of the 
water’

• Egyptian for 
‘son’, e.g. 
Tutmoses, ‘Son 
of [the god] Tut’

• Hebrew: ‘to pull 
out’



Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1:1-2:25)



He saw an Egyptian beating
-a Hebrew … seeing no (נכה)
one, he killed  the (נכה)

Egyptian …. The next day he … 
saw two Hebrews fighting. He 
asked the one in the wrong, 
‘Why are you hitting  your (נכה)

fellow Hebrew?’ The man said, 
‘… Are you thinking of killing
me as you killed (הרג)  the (הרג)

Egyptian?’



Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1:1-2:25)



‘It is not explicit 
that [the Israelites] 
are “crying out” to 
God. They are just 
crying out in pain. 
But God has a hard 
time resisting a cry 
of protest, whether 
or not it’s explicitly 
addressed to God.’



God heard their 
groaning and he 
remembered his 
covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac 
and with Jacob. So 
God looked on the 
Israelites and was 
concerned about them.

• God heard their 
groaning

• God remembered his 
covenant

• God saw the Israelites

• and God knew




