
Freed to Live in the Presence of God: 
A Study of the Book of Exodus



The Call of Moses (Exod. 3:1-4:17)



Horeb, the 
mountain of 
God, a location 
‘of mystery at 
the edges of 
everyday 
human 
experience, 
where 
unexpected 
events occur.’

Detail from: El Greco, 
Mount Sinai (1570–72)



Our God 
comes and will 
not be silent; a 
fire devours 
before him, 
and around 
him a tempest 
rages.

(Ps. 50:3) Rembrandt, Moses and the 
Burning Bush (ca. 1655)



‘The setting of the divine 
mountain with an eternal flame 
in a bush is the most explicit 
sign of the Deity possible.’
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• ‘take off your 
sandals’

• ‘come ’no closer (קרב)

• ‘the place  (ָמקֹום)

where you are 
standing is holy 
ground’

• the mountain of God Domenico Fetti, Moses at 
the Burning Bush (1615–17)



The Call of Moses (Exod. 3:1-4:17)



‘Who Moses is is not 
the question’, the 
question is ‘who is 
with Moses.’



The Call of Moses (Exod. 3:1-4:17)



‘Human 
questioning 
leads to 
further divine 
revelation.’

Terence Fretheim



• God’s reply is 
intentionally evasive 
because:

• God does not wish to 
reveal his name or 
nature

• humanity must not 
know God’s name and 
thus acquire power over 
him

• God’s nature cannot be 
fully grasped

• God is the eternally 
existent one

• there is no cause for God’s 
existence outside himself 
(‘I am because I am’)

• God is the master of his 
destiny (‘I will be what I 
will be’; ‘I will be that 
which I intend to be’)

• God is the only god with 
real existence (‘I am he 
who is’; ‘I am the one who 
is’)

• God is the creator (‘I 
cause to be what I cause to 
be’)



• ‘I am who I am’ – given to Moses (v. 14a)

• ‘I am’ – given to the Israelites (v. 14b)

• ‘the LORD [Yahweh], the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ – linked 
to the God of their fathers (v. 15)



If a fellow Hebrew, a man or woman, sells 
himself to you and serves you six years, in the 
seventh year you must let him go free. And when 
you release him, do not send him away empty-
handed. Supply him liberally from your flock, 
your threshing-floor and your winepress. Give to 
him as the LORD your God has blessed you. 
Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and 
the LORD your God redeemed you. That is why I 
give you this command today. (Deut. 15:12-15 )



The Call of Moses (Exod. 3:1-4:17)



God is open to 
argument and 
challenge on 
Moses’ part and 
willing ‘to 
consider seriously 
what the human 
partner has to 
say’.

Terence Fretheim



‘Reach out your hand 
and take it by the tail’. 
So Moses reached out 
and took hold of the 
snake. (NIV)

‘Reach out ( חלׁש ) your 
hand and seize ( זחא ) it 

by the tail’. So Moses 
reached out ( חלׁש ) and 
snatched ( זקח ) at it.

Unknown Artist, Aaron and Moses 
before Pharaoh (16th Century)



The Call of Moses (Exod. 3:1-4:17)



Not a man of words am I,

neither yesterday

nor the day before

nor since you have spoken 
to your servant.



• ‘please send someone 
else’ (e.g. NIV)

• ‘send anyone you decide 
to send’ (e.g. NJB, KJV)

• ‘sorry, Lord – pray send 
whomever you want to 
send’ (Durham)

• ‘excuse me, my lord, 
please send by the hand 
of him whom you will 
send’ Sébastien Bourdon, Burning 

Bush (17th Century)




